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or THE 


CONVERSION 


or THE 


Rev. Mr, HURLY, late a Prieft of the 
| Church of Rome. 1 


0 D Java given us i Faculties ſor 
our Guide and Direction, it becomes our 
Duty to cultivate and improve them, and 
we ought not to reſign up our Under- 
fanding to others, unleſs we are perſuaded that we 
may be ſecure from Error if we follow them. For 
the Uſe of our Reaſon, and the Freedom of our 
Will, are the greateſt Prerogatives of our Nature: 
So we ſhould always claim them, and never part 
with them, unleſs it pleaſed God to ſecure us from 
all Error, by expreſly putting us under the Di- 
rection and Dictates of others, of whoſe unerring 
Judgment we ſhould be convinced from his divine 
Word. But ſuch Direction is evidently unneceſ- 
ſary: for if we endeavour to make the beſt Uſe we 
can of our Intellectual Faculties, we may expect 
the ſecret Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, in enabling 
us to know and comprehend the precious Truths of 
A 2 Religion, 


= choſe to deal with us in the 
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Religion, as we do expect to N 
8 to love and oy them. fo 
Hzx c E it is that our Vader nd is to be 
employed in finding out Truth, as our Will is to be 
employed in obeying it, ſince it is clear from Rea- 
ſon and Scripture that our Underſtanding is free, 
as well as our Will: for if we obſerve the Scrip- 
tures, we ſhall find throughout them a conſtant Ap- 
peal to our Reaſon; Authority is not uſed, but Ex- 
planations offered, Proofs and Illuſtrations brought 
to convince the Mind: which a that Go 
anifeſtation of his 
Will, ſuitably to the rational Faculties which he 
gave us for our Guide and Direction, ſo that bj 
making a right Uſe of them, we may be able 7 
give an Anſwer to every Man that aſketh us a Reaſon 
„, the Hope that i is in us. 1 Pet. 3. 15. ns 


TT is well known, hat the Church of Rome runs 
quite counter to theſe evident Truths, and declares 
herſelf an open Enemy to every Thing that may 
enlighten the Underſtanding, concerning the Doc- 
trine of Salvation. She ſo much dreads Hereſy, 


that ſhe thought the only Way to preſerve her 
Votaries from being tainted, was to leave them in 


a perfect State of Ignorance; and ſhe really adts 
very conſequentially, for ſhe never was fo triumph- 
ant as in the moſt dark and barbarous Ages. As 
ſoon as Men became learned, they became Here- 
ticks, For ſo they are pleaſed to call ſuch as 
make the holy Scriptures the ſole Rule of their 
Faith: and in this, as well as many other Points, 
they cloſely imitate the Fews, who called the Apoſ- 
tles MEmielves by that odious Name. Als 24. 14. 


THIN RE are, and __ been, in that Com- 
munion, many very pious and learned Men : but 
the 


3 
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they muſt be very bad Papiſts ; for if they were 


obedient Children to their holy and infallible Mother 


the Church, they muſt be very ignorant in Matters 
of Religion; ſince ſhe utterly forhids them all Means 


of coming at the Truth. They cannot believe their 
Senſes without falling into a damnable Hereſy, by 


believing Bread to be Bread; ; and conſequently they 
mult give up their Claim to any Knowledge that 


may come through and be derived from theſe Chan- 
nels, She cannot allow them to examine the 


Grounds and Reaſon of their Faith ; for that is the 
Spring from which all Hereſies flow, She forbids 
her Votaries to read the Scriptures, or at leaſt to 
believe that they can underſtand them, and fo de- 


prives them of all Means of knowing the revealed 
Truths of Gop. It may then be eaſily judged how 
ignorant a Chriſtian he muſt be, who is a true and 5 
| good Papift, 


Ir muſt ſeems ſtrange to uch as do not make a 
due Allowance for early Prejudice, how any Perſon | 
who has had an Opportunity of a liberal Education, 


can be ſo blind as not to ſee immediately the Incon- 
ſiſtency of this Syſtem with the Light of the Goſ- 
pel; but it is to be conſidered, that by new Defi- 
nitions and Maxims, to which their Scholars are 


accuſtomed in the Study of Philoſophy, they are 


| prepared to ſwallow down things more eaſily, when 
they come to the Study of Divinity. And then the 
Infallibility of the Church, that expreſly defined 


theſe Abſurdities, is the Rule and Standard of their. 


Belief; and conſequently they are not to be doubted. 
80 that they are never alarmed at the greateſt Dit- 
ficulties that may be ſet before them, having a 
Train of Philoſophical Terms to ſerve, as they 


imagine, their turn, and if they are beaten out of 
theſe Entrenchments, they retire into the impreg- 


| nable Fortreſs of CHURCH INFALLIBILITY, where 
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etcaded Apoftalical Tradition, which is ; known to 

be their faithful Ally, comes to their Aid, and 
fupplies them with Arms to repel every attack. 
W hatſoever is held by the Church of Rome, and 
is not to be found in Scripture, is ſuppoſed to be 
handed down from the Apoſtles. And how do they 
know this Tradition to be Apoſtolical? Why, 
when they cannot point out the Time that ſuch a 
Doctrine commenced, or do not know the Author 
thereof, nor the Fountain from which it ſprung; 
then they hold that Doctrine to be derived from 
| Apoſtolical Tradition. And ſuch according to the 
Doctors of Rome, are the following, viz, The 


Sacrifice of the Maſs; Invocation of Saints; the 


Merit of good Works; the univerſal Paſtorſhip of 
the Biſhop of Rome; the Confecration of the 
Baptiſmal Font; the Matter, Form and Effect of 
the Sacraments of Holy Orders; Matrimony; Ex- 
treme Unction; Prayers for the Dead; Auricular 
Confeſſion; and the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of Sa- 
tisfaction to God for Sin, by Penance, &c. It is 
thus they make the Laws of God of no Effect with 
their Traditions, Math. 15. 3. and worſhip him in 
vain, teaching for Doctrines the Carmangments of 


Men. Jenn 5+ 39. 


| You ſee what a bad Opinion theſe people have 
of the Holy Scriptures. They plainly own, that 
the Bible cannot prove ſo much as one of theſe 


Tenets, about which they are always at War ai 


| the reſt of the Chriſtian World; and for the Sup- 


port of which they have ſpilt more Chriſtian Blood, 1 
than even the Heathen World had done. And 


they always made it (and are the only Society of 
Chriſtians that have done fo) a neceſſary Duty to 
Tuin and even murder their Fellow-Creatures for 
Religion-ſake : So that the over- grown Power of the 
Church of Rome has been promoted and carried 

on 
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on, with more Cruelty and Oppreſſion, not to ſay 
than Religion ever has been, but than any other 
Deſign whatever; and no Wonder, ſince that 
Religion, ſuch as it is now, and has been du- 
ring a thouſand Years and more, conſiſts chiefly 
of human Inventions, brought in to ſerve the Pride, 
Ambition and Intereſt, of the Biſhops of Rome. 
And to accompliſh the tragical Scene, theſe Zealots 
are not content to burn the Body of a miſerable 
Heretick, as they ſtile him, who falls within their 
Power, but they will even damn his Soul to eternal 
Flames, tho? his Life has been ever ſo pious and 
innocent. This certainly is not that Love, that 
Mbildneſs, that Beneficence, which the Scripture 

requires we ſhould have one towards the other, 
and even to all the World, Therefore it is evident 
that if the Church of Rome be infallible, ſhe ſhews 


it only by perſevering obſtinately in Uncharitableneſs 


and Profaneneſs; in Superſtition and Error; in 
| Tyranny and Hereſy; and conſequently in being 
rally the us | to God and good Men. 


GOD forbid that theſe tragical Expreſſions ſhout | 
be applicable ſeverally to all the Members that con- 
ſtitute that Body! I am ſenſible that there are many 
of them who at preſent are far from abetting the 


| unwarrantable Impoſitions of the Court of Rome; 


and we ſee the little Value that our Neighbours the 
' Frenb ſet upon theſe Uſurpers of Chriſtian Liberty, 
in the Expulſion of the Jeſuits and the burning the 


| Popes Bulls by the Hands of the common Execu- 


tioner; ſo that this Edifice ſeems in ſome Degree 
at preſent to reſemble that of the fooliſh Man, abo 
baving built his Houſe upon the Sand, the Rain de- 
fſeended and the Floods came, and the Winds blew, 


and beat upon that Houſe; and it fell, and great 


was the Fall of it. St. Mat. 7. 26. May it pleaſe 
Almighty God 1 in his own good Time to make the 
3 A 4 Reſem- 


| Reſemblance ROY that fo all human Super- 
ſtructures being thrown down, nothing may remain 

but the TRUTH, which 6h Gates of Hell ſhall 

not prevail againſt, God himſelf having founded it 
upon that immovable Rock, which was the Con- 

ſeſſion of St. Peter, delivered in Holy Scripture, 

maintained all along by the antient Fathers, and by 
| God's N reſtored in the Reformed Churches. 


Havino conſidered the Diſadvantoges thoſe 
of the Communion of Rome lie under, by the care 
that is taken to keep them in the Dark concerning 
the Ways of God, that Church tyrannically impo- 
ſing the Belief of every one of her Doctrines, on 
the Conſciences of her Votaries, under the higheſt 


Pains of Anathemas, and as Articles of Faith, 


muſt here thankfully acknowledge it as the infinite 


Mercy and Goodneſs of God, that he hath been! 
pleaſed to ſet me free from tbis Bondage, and to 
bring me out of the groſs Superſtitions of Popery, 
in which I was bred, and in which I had been ſo 
long the unbappy Inſtrument of inſtructing others, 


to the een Lisht of the true . of Chriſt. 


1 WAS carly dedicated to the more W 
Service of God, and was admitted into the holy 


Order of Prieſthood i in the Year 1753; upon which | 
I went to purſue my Studies, as it is cuſtomary wit 
thoſe that are ordained here in the Communion of 


Rome, in a Romiſh Univerſity abroad. Doway in 
Flanders was the place I fixed myſelf in; where 


having had the good Fortune to obtain the Premi- 
ums uſvally given as the Reward of Diligence, I 


took the Degree of Maſter of Arts. From thence 
in 1759, I was received in the Quality of Lecturer 
in Philoſophy, into the College of "Fortet : &.." 
Univerſity of Paris, where I remained during the 
s of three Years. 

I was 


jJͤ e ho Bo de 


1 was at this Time rather ſeeking how to de- 


fend, than to enquire into, and examine the com- 


mon DoQrines of the Schools, not doubting the 
Truth thereof, and thinking that the whole Difh- 


culty came from the Incomprehenſibility of the 
Matter in Queſtion; which I am ſenſible is the 


unhappy Caſe of ſeveral well-meaning Men of 


that Communion, For otherwiſe, what Man in 


his right Senſes wonld take upon him to teach that 
Sinners are to depend upon their own Merits, — 


| when they may ſafely rely on thoſe of Chriſt Jeſus? 
That a piece of Bread is to be adored, the fuppo- 


ſed Tranſubſtantiation of which, according to the 


| Council of Trent, depends upon the Intention of 
another, knowing that his Intention may fail, and 
cauſe Idolatry in the - Worſhippers, —when they 


may with all Manner of Safety and Certainty, a- 


dore the Saviour of the World, fitting at the right 
hand of his Father in Heaven? That they are to 
worſhip Pictures, the Works of Men's Hands, and 

| to expoſe themſelves to fall into Idolatry upon nice 
D.iſtinctions; — when not only without Danger, but 
to the great Benefit of their Souls, they may wor- 
ſhip the true God in Spirit and in Truth | That 
they are to rely on the Church, which is the Au- 


thority of Men that may err;—when they may de- 


pend upon the infallible Rule of God's Word? As 
to many other Articles looked upon as eſſential in 
this Country, viz. Indulgencies, Pardons, Pilgri- 
mages, ridiculous and feigned Miracles, divine Vir- 
tue aſcribed to Medals, Beads, Agnus Dei, and the 


like, they are not inſiſted upon in France even in the 
Schools, and are commonly termed by the Secular 


| Clergy in Converſation, pious Frauds, and harmlejs 
| Tricks, to feed the Devotion of the Ignorant. I 


began at laſt to reſſe & ſeriouſly upon the Difficulties 
that occur on ſome of the former Heads, and I 
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embraced. the firſt Opportunity that offered at 2 
public Diſputation in the Jeſuits College of Louis le 
Grand, and propoſed them in the cleareſt Light I 
Was capable of. Satisfied of the great Learning 
and Capacity of the Preſident (or Profeſſor) I ex- 
pected that all my Doubts would be cleared up; 
but contrary to my Expectation, I got no ſatis- 
factory Anſwer, which made me puſh the Point 
with ſome Warmth, to the great Offence, as I 


found afterwards, of frond who were pleaſed to tra- 


duce me as a Deiſt, or at leaſt a formal Heretic. 


IVEN x ſometime after to Mr. Peilbon's Houſe 


of Argeville, in the Dioceſe of Sens, and remain- 5 


ed there in the Quality of a Chaplain, until the 


Month of June, 1764, when I returned to Paris, 
and became Preceptor 1 ina Boarding-School. Soon 
after which, it was my great Happineſs to become 
acquainted wick a worthy Gentleman of this City, 


then at Paris, to whom I opened the State of my . 


Mind, and was by his Generoſity enabled to return 
to my native Country. I thought it neceſſary to 

give this Sketch concerning the Time I ſpent abroad, 
that thoſe who wiſh well to the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
may not deem me unworthy of the Favour that 
has been done me in receiving me into the Com- 
munion of the Church of Ireland. 


ISHAIL L now give an Account of the Order 
in which I proſecuted my Enquiries. I firſt began, 
28 I have already ſaid, to doubt of TRANSUB- 
STANTIATION ; and in Time all the ridiculous 
Conſequences of that DoQrine became evident to 
my Underſtanding. For certainly there never was, 
never could be, a Doctrine ſo abſurd, ſo full of 
Self- evident Contradictions, ſo inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of Things, ſo deſtructive to all the Motives 
*ot- nay. as this Doctrine is; and conſe- 


quently 
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quently. ſo- palpably falſe and abominably wicked. 


Not to. ſet forth the endleſs Chain of evident abſur- 


dities, flowing from this Fountain-head of Idolatry 
and Profaneneſs, and to which perhaps the Capa- 
City of the Ignorant is unequal; there are too ma- 
Ny that are obvious to the weakeſt Underſtanding. 
For if a Man be not abandoned and given. up by 
| God to the Efficacy of Deluſion, how can he in 
good earneſt believe, that a man can MAKE his 
__ GOD, and then EAT him; that Chriſt could eat 
HIMSELF, or at leaſt hold himſelf in his Hands, 
or betwixt his Fingers, which muſt have been the 
Caſe, upon their Hypotheſis, at the laſt Supper; 
that his Diſciples could eat him before he was cru- 
cCified by the Jews; that our Saviour would give 
away himſelf, with his own Hands to each of them, 
and yet ſtill keep himſelf to himſelf; that he can 


be at the Right Hand of God the Father, crowned 


with all Glory in Heaven, and at the ſame Time 
hacknied about under the Appearance of a Morſel 
of Bread, or laid up in a little Box, or Pixis, mul- 
tiplied almoſt to an Infinity, proportionable to the 
Number of the ſeparable Particles of the Bread; 
that the King of Glory can be made to ſubſiſt in 
this humble and lowly manner, wherever poor, 
blindfold Sinners are pleaſed to fix his Abode; that 
the. Saviour of the World, in his immortal, glo- 
rified Body, can be trampled under. foot, reduced 
to Aſhes, ſtabbed, thrown into the Waters, and 
finally liable to undergo every Hour infinitely worſe | 
Uſage than he ever received at the Hands of the 
accurſed Jews; that he can be (if I may uſe the 


Lx preſſion) crowded with himſelf, for they moſt 


commonly take Care to fill each Pixis, or Box, 
with {mall Wafers, and by Virtue of two or three 
Words, he muſt exiſt ſeparately under the Ap- 


pearance of each Wafer, where he is condemned 


to remain, chained as it were, in this narrow Priſon, 


until 
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until it happens that our Senſe can diſcover a Cor- 
ruption—in what? in a Thing that has no being, 
that is, in Bread, which as they fuppoſe, was tran- 
ſubſtantiated into Fleſh and Blood. I am convinced 

that the weakeſt Capacity can plainly ſee, that the 
Foundations of revealed Religion, are not ſtrong 
enough to bear the Weight of ſo great Abſurdities, 
which are only a Sketch of the groſs Contradiètions 
: that this DoUrine i is loaded withal. 


Tus led me to examine the Ground upon 
which this monſtrous Superſtructure was raiſed. And 


I ſoon diſcovered the Cheat; finding it was poſitively 


_ contrary to Scripture, utterly unknown to the antient 
Church and Fathers, and not even heard of till the 
fourth Council of Lateran, held by Innocent the 
Third, in the 13th Century. And it ſeemed very 
furprizing to me how a Doctrine that ſaps the Foun- 
dation of the Chriſtian Faith, could prevail even 
in theſe dark and ignorant Ages. But when I found, 


that they who refuted the Doctrine of the Corpo- 


real Preſence of Chriſt in the Euchariſt, (a Frinci- 
ple foiſted in, in the Ninth Century) were adjudged 


to be burnt, I was not ſurprized that the former 


quickly gained Ground as well as the latter: Seeing 
that on the one hand, the Prieſts found their Inte- 
reſt in promoting it, as nothing could gain them 
more Conſideration from the People than the Power 


of making God by a few Words; And the People, ; 


on the other Hand, felt the Danger of denying it. 
For the Anathemas of the Church, and the Terrors 
of burning, could not fail to fence ContradiQton, 
if not to gain Conſent. 


T HEN I n entered upon the COMMU- 
NION IN ONE KIND, which is founded on the 
Doarine of Tranſubſlantia tion and Concomitance, and 

I faw that Chriſt's Inſtitution was clear — that 
nno- 


i" 
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Innovation. By the Words of the Inſtitution, ALL 
Sinners, who are admitted into a Covenant with 


| GOD by the Sacrifice of the BODY AND 


BLOOD of Chriſt, are, in the Perſons of the 
Apoſtles, commanded to take, eat and DRINK 


tn Remembrance of Him. And the conſtant Prac- 
| tice of the Church during twelve Centuries, is a 


ſtanding Monument againſt the Practice of the pre- 
ſent Church of Rome. It is with Horror I then 
ſaw, that ſuch as are bred in Popery, and continue 


in Error not through Obſtinacy, but from knowing 


no better, were deprived of the comfortable Means 


of Salvation, which our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
_ commanded A LL Believers to uſe; and that 
through the Obſtinacy and Ignorance of an Aſſem- 
| bly of fallible Men, who in the Council of Con- 

flance in 1414, blaſphemed the Name of our divine 
| Redeemer, by a moſt profane Non obftaute, which 
pretends to annul His Holy Inſtitution 


I BEGAN then to conſider the Adoration of 
IMAGES, which Practice ſeemed to me to be a 
flat Contradiction to the ſecond Commandment ; 
and upon further Enquiry, I diſcovered that this 
_ Worſhip (which was not brought into the Church 
until about 700 Years after Chriſt) was abhorred 
 _ amongſt the Chriſtians of the primitive Church, 
. and that the Fathers in the pureſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity, condemned it as a wicked and idolatrous 
Practice, flatly and plainly forbidden by Scripture, 
And not without juſt Reaſon; for Scripture com- 


mands us to worſhip an inviſible God, whom no 


Man bath ſen or can ſee: 1 Tim. 6. 16. But the 
Votaries of Popery put more truſt in Images and 


Shrines, than they do in Chriſt ; for though they 


believe that Chriſt is bodily preſent at their Altars, 
they go on Pilgrimage to the Images and Shrines of 
ſome reputed Saints, they make Vows unto them, 


they 


E 


they worſhip and adore them. The Regulars ns 
courage, and the Secular Prieſts wink, at theſe 
Abuſee, from thence reaping no ſmall Gain to 
themſelves; ſo that in this Point I plainly ſaw that 
modern Popery had a perfect Conformity with an- 

tient Paganiſm. And the learned Prieſts of that 
| Communion acknowledge candidly, that this Prac- 

tice is abominable ; but if they ſhould publickly 
condemn this Worſhip, being publiſhed for an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, the Council of Trent would loſe its 


Credit, and other Articles would be queſtioned. 


HhHeeſides, the reſt of the Prieſts, particularly the 
 Fryaxs, would cry out with DEmETRIUs, Sis, 
you know that 9 this OE: we have our Wealth, 
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\ Pray ERS to \ SAINTS and ANGELS likewiſe : 


- pi very offenſive to me, ſeeing that there is 
not one Precept nor Example in the whole Scrip- 
ture, either to enjoin or to countenance ſuch a Cuſ- 
tom, but on the contrary, both the New and the 
Old Teſtament clearly ſhew, that Prayer is a 
Worſhip due to Gop alone, and that we ſhould 


put our Hopes and Contidence only in Him. That 


wie ſhould worſhip and ſerve no other; for He is a 
jealous Gad, that will not give his Glry to another. 


The Scriptures ſpeak always of God as a Hearer 
of Prayer, ready to accept of and anſwer the faith- 


ful Petitions of his People. To make our Ad- 
dreſſes to Saints, is as much as to ſay that the Mer- 
cies of God were not infinite, or the Interceſſion | 


of Chriſt were not of infinite Efficacy. But He is 


the Father of all Mercies, and the God of all Com- 


fort, who comforteth us in all our Tribulation; and 
there is ane God and one Mediator between God and 
Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus, and in him dwelletb 


all the Fulneſs of the Gudbead bodily, and we are 
— in bim, which is the Head of all Principa- 


ity 


tated — Th — JJ SB, ER eel 
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lity and Power. Chriſt is always propoſed to us as 
the ONLY Mediator, by whoſe Interceſſion we 
may come unto God. If any Man fin, we have 


an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 


| Righteous ; and he is the Propitiation for our Sins. 


And whatever you aſk the Father in my Name, be 


voll give it to you. From theſe, and ſeveral other 
Texts of Scripture, it is clear, that we ſhould not 


conſtitute any Creature whatſoever our Advocate or 


Mediator; for this Office belongs to Chriſt alone, 


and to his eternal Prieſthood : It being palpable 


Idolatry, and a ſetting other Gods before the Lord, 
to worſhip and pray to Saints, as the Papiſts do. 
When it is neceſſary. to diſguiſe and palliate this 
Practice, they pretend, that they aſk only the In- 
terceſſion of the Saints. Indeed, that is not law- 
ful; as I have juſt ſhewn. But they do not ſtop 
here. They pray for the Forgiveneſs of Sins, for 
a2 Delivery from Hell-fire, for the obtaining of the 
Eternity of Glory, for an Abſolution from all their 
Sins, by the Merits of the Saints. And they aſk 
from the Saints all Things that are aſked from God 


or Chriſt, with the fame, if not greater Humilit 


both of Geſture and Expreſſion. And certainly the 
| Advantage is given by them to the B., Virgin and 


the Saints, as it doth appear by ten Hail Mary's, 


in one Breath, for one Pater Nefter ! And that 


they look upon the Saints to be the Givers of what 


| they aſk, is evident from the Prayer uſed conſtantly 
to the Virgin. Mary, Mother of Grace, Mother of 


Mercy, protect us from the Enemy, and receive us in ; 


| the Hour of our Death; with an Infinity of other 


ſcandalous Invocations, that are daily made Uſe of by 


Papiſts. Beſides, Altars are conſecrated and Maſſes 
offered to their Honour. Thus, like the Heathen, 


they Honour the Creature more than the Creator, 


Rom. 1. 25. Beſides, I always thought it a 
mournful Thing to find the Judgment of Me 
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baſed to ſuch a Degree, as to direct their Worſhip 
to Saints, who owe their Divinity to the Pope, the 
greater Part of whom, were Men who made Pro- 
feſſion of Idleneſs, Filth and Beggary here, and 
gloried in their Infamy. Alas! what Objects for 
Deification in the other World, who not having 
done any Good in this, were rather a Diſhonour to 
_ Chriſtianity, and an Affront to human Nature. 


e to the Worſhip of the holy ANGELs, the 
Arguments already uſed conclude ſtrongly againſt it. 


How bleſſed and glorious ſoever, they are neverthe- 


leſs Created Beings, and are but the Miniſters and 
Meſſengers employed by Almighty God in the At. 
fairs of his Providence. Are they not all Minijiring 
 Opirits, ſent forth to minifler for them wha ſhail be 
Heirs of Salvation? Heb. 1. 14. They are neither 
intitled to, nor will they accept of, any Worſhip 
from us. See, thou do it not (ſaith the Angel to St. 
John) I am thy Fellow Servant. Worſhip Gov. 
Rev. 19. 10. Let no Man (faith St. Paul) beguile 
you of your Reward, in a voluntary Humility, and 
 WORSHIPPING OF ANGELS, intruding into thoſe 
Things which be hath not ſeen, and not holding the 
Head, &c. Colofl. 2. 18. So that the Worſhip. 
ping of Angels, inſtead: of being any Part of true 
Chriſtianity, amounts to an AposTacy from Chriſt, 


our, HAD, and is in Fact a Renouncing of his Re- 


| ligion. I ſhall conclude this Article in the Words 
of Pope Leo, about the Middle of the 5th Century, 
who is dignified with the Title of St. Lzo THE 
Gxkxar, Let the Lok D be worſhipped, who is the 
MAkER oF ALL THINGS, but not the CREATURE, 


wha is but a SERVANT. So different was the 


 Doarine of the Church of Rome in thoſe Days, 
from that of the preſent ! Whether the Infallibility 
of that Time, or of 1078 is to be preferred, let 


THz 


them determine. | 
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Tus performing Divigs Service in a LAN- 
GUAGE UNKNOWN to the People, appeared 


to me an unwarrantable Practice, and directly op. 
poſite to Scripture; for it is plain, that the 14th 


Ch. of St. Paul's 1ſt. Epiſt. to the Corinthians is 
wholly written againſt this monſtrous Cuſtom; 


which keeps whole Nations in Ignorance, and ex- 
tinguiſhes Devotion by entertaining them with a 
Form of Worſhip that is not underſtood, and which 


conſequently cannot edify the Hearers, And cer- 
tainly the Scripture, both new and old, doth teach 


us, that God's Worſhip is a reaſonable Service, and 


that we ought to know the true Deſign and Mean- 
ing of that Duty which we perform to God; Edi- 
fication and Devotion being inſeparable from the - 


Worſhip of the Deity, The Romaniſts give weak 
and idle Reaſons for that Practice that are not 
worth mentioning, which captivate poor ignorant 
Souls; though the moſt learned of that Communion 
candidly own, that this Method of Worſhipping 
| God was unknown not only in the Apoſtles Time, 
but in ſeveral ſucceeding Ages; as is indeed very 


plain from the ſeveral Liturgies of different Nations 


being in their reſpective vulgar Tongue. For the 


Biſhops of Rome did not in theſe antient Times ex- 


tend their Empire all over the Weſtern Church, 
and conſequently could not, after the Manner of 


Conquerors, introduce their Language amongſt dif- 


| ferent Churches ſooner than they were reduced to : 
their Obedience, and compelled to adopt this Mai * 
of Slavery. 


As to the gainful Doctrine of PURG ATORY, 
it always ſeemed ſtrange to me, though I received 
it under the Seal of Infallibility. The Principle 
upon which it is taught in the Church of Rome, is 
ſo far from being intallibly true, that 1 it ſeems not 
cee 
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to be reconcilable with the Notions of common 
Juſtice, viz. that the Puniſhment of Sin ſhould be 


inſiſted on, after that the Guilt of it is forgiven. 


Certainly, ſuch a Conduct in an Earthly Prince 


would be called by a very ſevere Name. But, 


praiſed be God, the Scripture repreſents the Di- 
vine Mercy in another Light, The Bled of Chriſt 
 ELEANSETH us from all Sin, 1 John 1. 7. Breſſed 

are the Dead, which die in the Lord, that they may 

REST from their Labours, and their Works do fol- 
leu them. Rev. 14. 13. Upon Examination I found 
that PukGAToRY was built upon an early Fable, 
having been formerly no leſs conſiderable a Part of 
the Religion of Paganiſm, than it is at preſent of 
Popery. It is true, the Heathens held a Variety of 

Purgatories ; but they held that by Fire among the 

reſt, as deſcribed by Virgil, Aneid. lib. 6. l. 77-80. 

But as this is an Authority the Church of Rome 


would not be willing to alledge upon the Occaſion, 


I am ready to admit that ſome Speculations about 


Purgatory were publiſhed by Origen and others; 


but they were of a different Nature from the Doc- 
trine as now received in the Church of Rome; Pope 
Gregory the Great, about the Year 600 after Chriſt, 
being the firſt who took upon him to pronounce 
that there was a Fire in the Bowels of the Earth, 
wherein ſmaller Sins were purged by a temporary 
Puniſhment; and whatever Ground that Notion. 
gained afterwards, it was all the while at every 
one's Option to receive it, or to rejec it, as he 
thought fit; until the Year 1439, when it was im 
poſed by the Council of Florence, as an Article of 
_ Faith. So lately was this Doctrine eſtabliſhed in 
the Church of Rome; and if it be an eſſential one, 
as they maintain, they muſt allow that for the 
Term of 1400 Years and upwards, the Faith of 
that Church (notwithſtanding all her Infallibility) 
wo.as defective in a moſt important Point. But ever 


ſince 
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ſince that Time a Trade has been ſet up, and au- 
thoriſed upon this Foundation; the World being 
made to believe, that by Virtue of a certain Num- 
ber of Maſſes, purchaſed by Endowments or other 
pecuniary Conſiderations, Souls were to be redeem- 
ed; ſo that the Words of our Saviour when he 
tells us, that His Houſe is an Houſe of Prayer but 
that it was made a Den of Thieves, are applicable 
to that Church; which in the dark Ages invented 
this Impoſture, when the Ignorance of Mankind 
made them capable of believing any Thing impoſed 
upon them by the Court of Rome, whoſe principal 
Aim ſeemed to be no other than to deceive the 
whole World, and bring them under their Yoke. - 


_ From what has been ſaid it is clear, that nothing 
can be more abſurd than the Pretenſions of the 
Church of Rome to an unerring Judgment in Mat- 
ters of Faith ; ſince it is evident to all the World 


that ſhe hath erred, and doth err, moſt groſsly in 


Faith as well as in Morals, as appears from her 
Tenets when compared with the Word of God. 
To inſtance in the following Points: 


Sn requires implicit Belief without Inquiry : 
The Scripture enjoins Inquiry into the Truth of 


every Article of Religion. PRovE all Things; 
hold faſt that which is 0D. 1 Theſſ. 5. 21. 


Sn propagates her Faith by deſtroying Here- 


| ticks ; whereas our Saviour declares, that He came, | 
not to DESTROY Men's Lives, but to SAVE them. 
| Luke 9. 56. e e * 


S uE makes Diſtinẽtions of Meats and forbids 
| Marriage; but in the New Teſtament, forbidding 


of Marriage and Meats is ſtiled the Dodlrine of De- 
vils, 1 Tim. 4. ; —— | 


Sus 


L 20 J 
Su x makes a great Part of Devotion to conſiſt in 
ſaying the very ſame Prayer over and over, without 
Intermiſſion: Chriſt abſolutely forbids that Prac- 
tice, I ben you Pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as 
the Heathen do; for they think that they ſhall be 
beard for their much ſpeaking. Mat. 6. 7. 


8E adminiſters the Sacraments and Service in an 
unknown Tongue. St. Paul on the contrary— I.. 
_ the Church I would rather ſpeak five Wards with my 
UN DERSQH AN DIN G, that by my Voice I may teach 
cet bers alſo, than Ten Thouſand in an unknown Tongue. 
1 Wor I. id „„ e 


_ SHE pays Adoration to Saints, Angels, and to the 
Creatures of Bread and Wine. Let her conſider this 
Threat —T hey that worſhip the Creature inſtead of 
the Oi eator, God gives them over to a Reprobate 
% hw 46 and 


3 gives Adoration to Images. The Scripture 
ſays, Confounded be all they that worſhip carved 
„„ „%%% 


Sus ſhuts up the Bible: whereas Chriſt com- 
mands, Search the Scriptures, John 5. 39. 


SHE adds new Traditions to Scriptures, and de- 
tracts from God's Commandments and Chriſt's In- 
ſtitution in the Sacrament. God has guarded againſt 
this by the ſtrongeſt Denunciation If any Man 
[ball add unto theſe Things, God ſball add unto him 


the Plagues that are written in this Book. And if, 


any Man ſhall take away, God ſhall take away his 
| Bart of the Back of Life, &c. Rev. 22. 18, 19. 
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SAE creates new Articles of Faith beſides, and 
contrary to the Scriptures. Although we are fore- 
warned —1f an Angel from Heaven preach any other 
Goſpel, than that you have received, let bim be ac- 
. w 


B r now, ſince all theſe Doctrines eſtabliſhed at 
TRENT and in other Councils, and confirmed b 
Popes, are groſs Errors ſet up in open Contradiction 
to the Word of God, there is no Doubt to be made 
but the Church of Rome, inſtead of being infalli- 
ble, is fallen into the moſt abſurd and notorious 
Errors that can be imagined ; thereby fulfilling the 
Prediction, That the Day of Chriſt ſhould not come, 
except there come a Falling away firſt, and that Man 


/ Sin be revealed, the Son of Perdition, who op. 
ſeth and exalteth hi mſelf above all that is called God, 


or that is Wor ſbipped; fo that he as God ſitteth in 
the 7 0 of God, ſbewing bimſelf that be is GOD. 
2 Theſſ. 2. 3, 4. Indeed, it is hard to conceive 

how this Prophecy can be more exactly accompliſſi- 
ed, than by the Power which the Church of Rome 


aſſumes of controlling and ſetting aſide the Word 


of God, of granting Indulgences and Licences for 
Sin, of changing at Pleaſure, by her own Authority, 
Inſtitutions of Divine Appointment, and DeiryinG, 
and commanding the World to woxsHIP, whom 
ſhe will. „ F 


Bor what is moſt miſchievous to them in. the 


Affair of INFALLIBILITY is, that this fond Imagi- 


nation of theirs is abundantly. refuted by their own _ 


Opinions upon that Head. For ſome veſt this In- 
fallibility in the Perſon of the Poes ; to have a liv- 
ing Judge always ready to guide the Church, and 
to decide Controverſies ; ſuppoſing him to have 
this Right, as Succeſſor to St. Peter, But all could 


nounce the Popiſn Communion. 
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not ſwallow down this Doctrine, ſeeing that it can- 


not be founded upon St. Peter's Infallibility ; for 
then the Succeſſors cf the other Apoſtles ſhould be 

_ equally infallible. Beſides that ſeveral Popes have 
dodutdone any Epicurean Monſters in Senſuality and 
groſs Impiety, and conſequently theſe, and Men 
like them, cannot be infallible in their Dictates and 
Concluſions of Faith. And in Reality, the Popes 
were ſuch a Succeſſion of Men during ſeveral Ages, 


that as their own Hiſtorians have deſcribed them, 


nothing in any Hiſtory can be produced like them. 


The Characters they give them are ſo monſtrous, 


that nothing under the Authority of unexceptiona- 
ble Writers, and the Evidence of the FaQts them- 
| ſelves, could make them credible : For they gloried 
in their Shame, made a Science of Lewdneſs, and 
were not only Workers, but Profeſſors of Iniquity. 
And yet theſe Monſters teeming with all Sorts of 
Debauchery and Profaneneſs, muſt needs be Chriſt's 
VIcCECEREN TS upon Earth: Others, therefore, 
ſeat the Infallibility in general Councils, or in the 
diffuſed Body of the Church. But the former prove 
the Abſurdity of this Opinion; as in both Caſes the 
Infallibility would lie dormant, by Reaſon of the 
Difficulty of meeting together in order to judge 
and define any Matter. They really prove on both 
Sides to a Demonſtration where the Infallibility 
cannot be, and conſequently that it is no where. 
Hence it is evident, that the Popes of Rome, who 
for ſeveral Ages pretended to be endowed with this 
divine Prerogative, were not only Uſurpers, but all 
 IMPOSTORS and HERETICKS ; for there can- 
not be a greater Hereſy than the pretending to be 
infallible Guides of the whole Chriſtian Church, 

| ſince Jeſus Chriſt has not appointed them to be ſo: 


And, therefore, all thoſe that diſbelieve this Doc- 
trine, if there were no other Reaſon, ſhould re- 


I pz- 
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I DECLARE before the Searcher of all Hearts, 
that I ſpeak none of theſe Things either from Ma- 
lice or Prejudice, or from any ſiniſter Ends or in- 

tereſted Motives whatſoever, having with all Cool- 
neſs ſeriouſſy weighed and pondered them; that 
there is not upon Earth that Perſon for whom I 
have the leaſt ill Will; that what I have offered 

upon this Subject iſſued from a ſincere Zeal for the 
Salvation of my own Soul, and that God's Name 
may be glorified, his Truth cleared, and all true 


Chriſtians edified. 


B UT ſhould it be enquired whether theſe Ob- 


| ſervations were ſufficient to determine me to em- 


brace the Communion of the Church of /reland ? 
I anſwer, that upon theſe Conſiderations, and to 


get at the Truth, I ſearched the Scriptures, and 
the more I ſearched, the more divine Truths broke 
cout before me, and diflipated the Clouds of Error 


and Superſtition, | And I found, upon due Enquiry, 


hat the Principles and practice of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of England and Ireland were pure, free 
from Exception, conſiſting in that Kind of Worſhip 


which is natural and conſonant to the Word of 
God, and to Reaſon which is inſeparably connect- 

ed with it; and that the Majeſty of God, is not 
treated, as delighting in burnt Sacrifices, or the 
empty Pageantr „ at which Reaſon ſickens. And 
certainly, this Church excells all others for its pure 
and uncorrupted Doctrines and Diſcipline; for its 
proper, decent and edifying Ceremonies; for its 
excellent Liturgy and Articles; for its comprehen- 
ſive and charitable Terms of Communion : So that 
I hold it to be every Way truly Primitive, Apoſtoli- 
cal, Catholick and Chriſtian. And as I am deter- 
mined, by the Grace of God, to adhere thereto 
during the Court of my Lite, I will: not ceaſe to 


offer 
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not ſwallow down this Doctrine, ſeeing that it can- | 


not be founded upon St. Peter's Infallibility ; for 
then the Succeſſors cf the other Apoſtles ſhould be 

_ equally infallible. Beſides that ſeveral Popes have 
outdone any Epicurean Monſters in Senſuality and 


_ groſs Impiety, and conſequently theſe, and Men 
like them, cannot be infallible in their DiQtates and 
Concluſions of Faith. And in Reality, the Popes | 


were ſuch a Succeſſion of Men during ſeveral Ages, 


that as their own Hiſtorians have deſcribed them, 


nothing in any Hiſtory can be produced like them. 
The Characters they give them are ſo monſtrous, 
that nothing under the Authority of unexceptiona- 


ble Writers, and the Evidence of the FaQts them-_ 
ſelves, could make them credible : For they gloried 
in their Shame, made a Science of Lewdneſs, and 


were not only Workers, but Profeſſors of Iniquity. 
And yet theſe Monſters teeming with all Sorts of 


Debauchery and Profaneneſs, muſt needs be Chriſt's 


VIcEGERENTS upon Earth: Others, therefore, 


ſeat the Infallibility in general Councils, or in the 
| diffuſed Body of the Church. But the former prove 


the Abſurdity of this Opinion; as in both Caſes the 
Infallibility would lie dormant, by Reaſon of the 
Difficulty of meeting together in order to judge 
and define any Matter. They really prove on both 
Sides to a Demonſtration where the Infallibility 
cannot be, and conſequently that it is no where. 
Hence it is evident, that the Popes of Rome, who 
for ſeveral Ages pretended to be endowed with this 
divine Prerogative, were not only Uſurpers, but all 
IMPOSTORS and HERE TICKS ; for there can- 

not be a greater Hereſy than the pretending to be 
infallible Guides of the whole Chriſtian Church, 
ſince Jeſus Chriſt has not appointed them to be ſo: 
And, therefore, all thoſe that diſbelieve this Doc- 
trine, if there were no other Reaſon, ſhould re- 
nounce the Popiſh Communion, 
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1 DECLARE before the beer of all Hearts, 
that 1 ſpeak none of theſe Things either from Ma- 


lice or Prejudice, or from any ſiniſter Ends or in- 


tereſted Motives whatſoever, having with all Cool- 
neſs ſeriouſly weighed and pondered them; that 
there is not upon Earth that Perſon for whom I 
have the leaſt ill Will; that what I have offered 

upon this Subject iſſued from a ſincere Zeal for the 
Salvation of my own Soul, and that God's Name 
may be glorified, his Truth cleared, and all true 5 


| Chriſtians edified. 


Bur e it be enquired whether: theſe Ob- 


| ſervations were ſufficient to determine me to em- 
| brace the Communion of the Church of Jreland? 
I anſwer, that upon theſe Conſiderations, and to 


get at the Truth, I ſearched the Scriptures, and 


the more J ſearched, the more divine Truths broke 
out before me, and diflipated the Clouds of Error 


and Superſtition. And I found, upon due Enquiry, 


that the Principles and practice of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of England and Ireland were pure, free 
from Exception, conſiſting in that Kind of Worſhip 


which 1s natural and conſonant to the Word of 
God, and to Reaſon which is inſeparably conneQt- 
ed with it; and that the Majeſty of God, is not 
treated, as delighting in burnt Sacrifices, or the 
empty Pageant 05 at which Reaſon ſickens. And 
certainly, this Church excells all others for its pure 
and uncorrupted DoQrines and Diſcipline ; for its 
proper, decent and edifying Ceremonies ; for its 
excellent Liturgy and Articles; for its comprehen- 


five and charitable Terms of Communion : So that 


I hold it to be every Way truly Primitive, Apoſtoli- 
cal, Catholick and Chriſtian. And as I am deter- 
mined, by the Grace of God, to adhere thereto 
during the Courſe of my Life, I will not ceaſe to 


offer 
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offer up my moſt earneſt Prayers to Almighty God, 


that he will be pleaſed graciouſly to defend and | 
_ proſper this Church; to ſtrengthen and enlarge its 
Borders, and to bring thoſe who are now in Dark- 
neſs and Error, into its Communion, to the Ad- 
vancement of Truth and the Increaſe of His Glo- 
ry, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of our Souls. Amen! Amen! 


THOMAS HURLY. 


